
Whale of the World (WOW) Program 

The Julius Sumner Miller Foundation, a longtime sponsor 
of the WOW program, has awarded Los Serenos de Point 
Vicente, the City of Rancho Palos Verdes’ docent 
organization at the Point Vicente Interpretive, a $3,700 
grant in support of the program for the 2014-2015 school 
year. 

The Foundation is dedicated to benefiting society by 
supporting educational programs for the underserved 

children in our community.  Julius Sumner Miller was an American physicist and 
television personality. He is best known for his work on children's television programs in 
North America and Australia from 1959 through 1986. 

The WOW program, which was started in 2007 with a grant from the California Coastal 
Commission, carries on Julius’ tradition of making science fun.  The WOW program is 
an outreach program for children from Title I elementary schools grades 2 through 6. It 
offers children, from low socioeconomic areas of our community, an opportunity to 
expand their outlook while creating a positive learning environment. 

The program introduces the children to a rich curriculum covering the Peninsula’s 
geological history, its people, habitat and animals that they would not otherwise be 
exposed.  The class has an opportunity to visit one of three sites, The Point Vicente 
Interpretive Center, Abalone Cove Tide Pools or the Forrestal Reserve.  

Selected classes also have an opportunity to participate in the Memory Book project 
wherein each student contributes a picture and a short story of their field trip 
experience.  The book is then professionally published with each student receiving a 
free copy.  The Memory Book project has shown to be a great educational motivator for 
disadvantaged children providing them with a positive reinforcement of the educational 
material.   

So far this year, ten schools are participating in the program representing just under 900 
children.  Title I elementary schools interested in participating in the program should 
contact the Point Vicente Interpretive Center at 310-377-5370 or go to the Los Serenos 
webpage http://www.losserenos.org for more information on the WOW program. 

 


